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THINGS THE CHURCH IS NOT TO DO
by James W. Boyd

IT IS NOT GOD’S INTENTION THAT THE CHURCH
DIRECT THE AFFAIRS OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT.
While we have legitimate interest and concern about civil
affairs as citizens of our country, we should not involve the
church in these matters that are purely political, economic,
and government policies regarding trade, foreign affairs,
police work, elections, road building, etc. But in matters of
morality, ethics, truth, though often thrown by some into the
political arena, the church should and must be involved,
because that involves the business of righteousness. For
example, the issues of abortion, alcoholic beverages,
gambling, same-sex marriages, the teaching of evolution,
intrusions against the moral standards of God are the
concern of the church.

THE CHURCH IS NOT INTENDED TO PROVIDE FOR
THE SOCIAL LIFE OF ITS MEMBERS - furnishing
entertainments, sports, gymnasiums, playgrounds, camps,
recreational facilities, etc. To those who think so, we simply
ask for the Scripture that authorizes such things. The craze
to have the church to entertain has, in some digressive
churches, turned the worship services into near revelry,
show, "a holy wow," and a religious “Hee Haw.”
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WHILE PLACES OF ASSEMBLY AND FACILITIES TO DO THE WORK ARE
NECESSARY, IT IS NOT THE WORK OF THE CHURCH TO SIMPLY BUILD
BUILDINGS, TEMPLES, SANCTUARIES, ETC. For too long many have depended upon
glamorous buildings to be the attraction of the church. Disproportionate amounts of money
have been spent building and maintaining elaborate buildings. But the church grew more
rapidly, physically and spiritually, when our buildings were more “on the other side of the
tracks.”

THE CHURCH IS NOT IN THE MONEY-MAKING OR MONEY-SAVING
BUSINESS. Some churches hold huge savings accounts, drawing interest, hoarding funds,
while people all over the world are dying lost without the Gospel. Good stewardship of funds
is one thing. Greedy and grasping brethren who just hold on to money while the work
languishes is something else. I would fear to be an elder of a church presiding over large
savings while the Gospel is not being preached.

IT IS NOT THE WORK OF THE CHURCH TO PROVIDE OR SUPPORT
SECULAR EDUCATION. Secular schools are businesses and do not belong in the church
budget. For many years, school people have dug into the treasuries of churches for their
school work. Christ did not die to provide chemistry labs, tennis courts, computers,
playgrounds, or make ‘“scholars.” Schools can be helpful or harmful to the cause of Christ.
At present, most of the colleges established by brethren have become enemies of the cause of
Christ rather than friends, because they have led the way into digression and apostasy.
Brethren have for too long bought the false teaching that whatever an individual can do, the
church can do.

THE CHURCH IS NOT SIMPLY TO MAKE PEOPLE FEEL GOOD, DRAW
CROWDS, BUILD SELF-ESTEEM, GET NUMBERS AND FUNDS, BE ACCEPTED BY
THE COMMUNITY, ETC. The church should seek to please God, not men. You will never
please all men anyhow. It's like the man and boy and the donkey. They started out with the
man riding the donkey and the boy walking. Some criticized, thinking the man should let the
boy ride. So, they changed places. Then some criticized because the boy should have had
more respect for the man than to ride while the man walked. So, both got atop the donkey.
Again, some criticized because they thought both of them on the donkey was too heavy for
the donkey. So, they both walked. Then they were accused of being fools for having a beast
of burden but not using him. You cannot please everybody. Why try?

Some have befuddled the work of the church by seeking to do something without
authority, and then asking, "What's wrong with it?" IF IT IS WITHOUT AUTHORITY, IT
IS WRONG. We must have authority for the work of the church, as we must have it for the
worship, the plan of salvation, organization, and terms of entrance.
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MY DAILY “TO-DO” LIST
by Neal Pollard

1. Be productive with your time (Eph. 5:16)
2. Be pure in your heart (Matt. 5:8)
3. Be proactive in your relationships (Eph. 5:21-6:4)
4. Be peaceable with your provokers (Rom. 12:17-21)
5. Be purposeful with your life (Rom. 8:28)
6. Be praiseful with your God (Psa. 150)
7. Be pleasant in your demeanor (Prov. 16:24)
8. Be prayerful in your decisions (Phil. 4:6)
9. Be patient in your challenges (1 Thess. 5:14; Psa. 37:7)
10. Be positive about your future (Phil. 1:20-21; 4:13)
11. Be persistent in your evangelistic pursuit (1 Cor. 9:19-22; Matt. 28:19)
12. Be pitying of the downtrodden (Prov. 19:17)
13. Be picky about your associates (1 Cor. 15:33)
14. Be passionate about your spirituality (Rom. 12:11)
15. Be perseverant in your trials (2 Thess. 1:4)
16. Be prospective in your opportunities (Gal. 6:10)
17. Be petrified of falling away from God (Heb. 6:1-6; 10:26-31)
18. Be powerful in your faith (Luke 7:9; 2 Thess. 1:3)
19. Be persistent in your study (2 Tim. 2:15)
20. Be penitent in your sins and failures (2 Cor. 7:10; Acts 3:19)
21. Be plentiful in your gratitude (1 Thess. 5:18)
22. Be permeating in your influence (Matt. 13:33-34)
23. Be profuse in your generosity (3 John. 5; Prov. 11:25)
24. Be prolific in humility (Matt. 23:12; 1 Pet. 5:5)
25. Be pining for Heaven (Heb. 11:16; Phil. 1:23)
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“But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. For
not he that commendeth himself is approved, but

whom the Lord commendeth” (I Corinthians 10:17-18).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sept 13 - Song Service (6:00 pm)
Sept 27 - Prayer Service (at the end of the Evening Service)
Oct 4 - Men’s Business Meeting & Ladies’ Bible Class
Please give support money for Chinese orphans to Jim Winters




